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SUBJECT: SWISS/GERMAN CONSORTIUM AWARDED CONTRACT FOR 
HYDRO-ELECTRIC POTENTIAL STUDY 

REF: 76 KINGSTON A-41 

1 . A CONSORTIUM, COMPRISING OF SWISS FIRM, MOTOR-COLUMBUS 

AG AND THE GERMAN COMOANY LAYMEYER INTERNATIONAL GMBH HAS 
BEEN AWARDED THE CONTRACT TO CARRY OUT FEASIBILITY STUDIES ON 
A NUMBER OF RIVERS IN WESTERN AND CENTRAL JAMAICA FOR THE 
POSSIBLE DEVELOPMENT OF HYDRO-ELECTRIC POWER STATIONS. THE 
CONTRACT COSTING US$316,000 IS BEING FUNDED FROM THE JAMAICA 
PRE-INVESTMENT FUND WHICH HAS BEEN BOLSTERED BY GRANTS FROM 
THE INTER-AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK. 

2. THE STUDIES HAVE ALREADY STARTED AND ARE EXPECTED TO 
BE COMPLETED WITHIN EIGHT MONTHS. 

3. THE RIVERS INVOLVED ARE THE YS IN ST. ELIZABETH, 

RIO MINHO IN CLARENDON, GREAT RIVER IN HANOVER AND ST. JAMES, 

MARTHA BRAE IN TRELAWNY AND THE RIO COBRE IN ST. CATHERINE. 

THE CONSORTIUM IS TO ALSO LOOK AT THE EXISTING PLANTS ON WHITE 
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RIVER AND RIO BUENO TO DETERMINE IF EXPANSION IS POSSIBLE. 

THE STUDY WILL INVOLVE LOOKING AT HYDROLOGY, GEOLOGY, TOPOGRAPHY 
AND WATER MANAGEMENT ON THE VARIOUS RIVERS WITH A LOOK AT THE 
RUN-OF-THE-RIVER' THE BASIC DETERMINANT. ONLY THE RIO MINHO 
HAS POTENTIAL OF STORAGE FOR IRRIGATION PURPOSES. 

4. DRILLING FOR DAM SITES POSSIBILITIES ARE TO BE CARRIED 
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OUT ON THE GREAT RIVER, THE MARTHA BRAE, RIO COBRE AND 
RIO MINHO. 

5. ONLY ABOUT 10-18 PER CENT OF THE ISLAND’S ELECTRICITY 
IS GENERATED BY WATER. THE AMOUNT DEPENDS ON WEATHER CONDITION 
WHICH AFFECTS THE FLOW OF WATER IN THE RIVERS. POWER 
STATIONS ARE LOCATED ON THE MAGGOTTY RIVER, RIO BUENO, 

WHITE RIVER AND ROARING RIVER. 

HAVERKAMP 
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